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Bourdela.com’s features

• full catalog of brothels, classy bordellos 
(studios), strip bars, hotels which are 
designed for day visits, and citytours
(information about escorts’ visits to 
Greece)

• news from the sex industry, guideline texts 
for sex, love/sex stories, related to 
porn/sex articles

• chatroom and forum 



Bourdela.com’s statistics

• more than 2,100,000 absolute unique 
visitors during the last two years

• more than 60,000 members 
• more than 700,000 posts/comments over 

7,800 threads 
• approximately 5,000 reviews on brothels 

and studios



Bourdela.com as a porn portal

• remarkable amount of advertisements of 
bordellos and escorts’ agencies 

• income derives from the sex industry 
sector 

• opportunity to provide a forum where the 
free exchange of pornographic material is 
allowed 



Bourdela.com as a sex-community 

• two facets of participation 
• selective incentives - free ‘pornographic 

goods’ and information about the local or 
issued market of brothels

• dialogue - ‘beside and beyond’ the 
exchange of porn, concerns a variety of 
issues



Basic conclusions

• collaboration between a profit-oriented 
website and a latent on-line sex-
community

• formation of an alternative, or separate, 
public sphere 

• a certain kind of ‘dark’ civil society can be 
analytically formulated



‘Porn society’

discourses and/or associations 
that are primarily non-state, non-
market, and porn/sex orientated 



Alexander’s definitions

• (a) civil society as a normative project - a 
solidarity community based not on 
particularistic but on universalistic features

• (b) civil society as a concrete institutional 
sphere which is analytically independent 
of, and empirically differentiated from, 
other institutional spheres

• porn society is a civil society in sense (b) 



‘Porn society’

particularistic rather than universalistic 
mode of ‘we-ness” based on ‘material 

and post-material values’ related to porn 
consuming and sex services



A question

the weakness of universalistically-
oriented civil society organizations is 
related to the strength of interactive 

porn-networks?



An approach 

• the development of any electronic 
environment is associated with the defined 
standards of a democratic system

• analyses about the weak or 
underdeveloped character of Greek civil 
society

• partial explanation about bourdela.com



An opinion

• in a country where social movements, like 
feminist/anti-sexist ones, are practically 
absent 

• porn and sex industry are totally free to 
cultivate a hedonistically-oriented 
environment

• formation of a ‘porn society’
• development of a ‘society of porn’
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